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Resistance and Global Activism
This course is designed to generate a robust 
understanding of theories explaining the background 
to why and how groups mobilize to defend or resist 
power. Through the study of the theories and 
practices of past and present collective action, this 
course will offer the participant an understanding of 
the nature of these forms of political behavior. We 
will look at the major theories that sociologists and 
political scientists have created to explain the 
mobilization and outcomes of social movements. 
Following a rigorous grounding in social movement 
theory, the course will then move on to an analysis 
of recent protests around the globe in order to apply 
the theoretical frameworks to the action on the 
ground.

How this course works
This is an intensive course, and every week asks you 
to do three things at once rather than one after 
another:
• Build an individual campaign portfolio — a real or 

plausible activist campaign that you develop, brief 
by brief, across all five weeks.

• Learn the foundational theories of protest and 
social movements, drawn from Jasper and 
introduced each Tuesday.

• Watch and review documentaries that give you a 
concrete, real-world case to test those theories against, one per week.

These three threads are designed to reinforce each other: the theory gives you a vocabulary, 
the documentary gives you a case to apply it to, and the portfolio gives you a campaign of 
your own to build with it. You will be working on all three in any given week (this is by design, 
not a scheduling accident).

About

Woody Guthrie’s guitar 1940s
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Learning Objectives

Upon successful completion of the course, students will be able to:
• Explain the major theoretical frameworks — meaning-making, infrastructure, recruitment, decision-

making, and outcomes — that scholars use to account for why and how social movements emerge, 
mobilize, and succeed or fail.

• Apply these theoretical frameworks to specific historical and contemporary protest movements, 
identifying what a given framework illuminates and where it falls short.

• Critically analyze documentary representations of social movements, distinguishing the filmmaker’s 
narrative and aesthetic choices from the underlying social and political dynamics being depicted.

• Design and develop an individual activist campaign, integrating issue framing, message development, 
audience and outreach strategy, and tactical choices with their associated risks and trade-offs.

• Understand the legal, ethical, and safety dimensions of protest participation and organizing, including 
First Amendment protections, digital security, and the ethical limits of tactical escalation.

• Reflect critically on their own relationship to power, mobilization, and civic participation, and extend 
this knowledge and practice to future coursework, organizing, and engagement beyond the classroom.

Required texts 
Jasper, James M. (2014). Protest: A Cultural Introduction to Social Movements. Polity Press. ISBN: 
978-0-7456-6356-8.

Course resources 
All course materials, announcements, and assignment 
submissions are managed through Blackboard. A copy 
of this syllabus will be posted to the course 
Blackboard site before the semester begins. Students 
are responsible for checking Blackboard regularly for 
updates and communications.

Course Structure 
The course runs for five intensive weeks, each following the same three-day pattern:
• Tuesday (lecture day): Online session 9:00 AM–12:00 PM. Klang introduces the week’s module, core 

theories, and framing. Includes discussion and in-session exercises.
• Wednesday (studio day): Independent self-directed work. Watch the week’s documentary, write the 

documentary review (due Saturday), and advance your campaign portfolio brief.
• Thursday (presentation day): Online session 9:00 AM–12:00 PM. Each student presents their 

portfolio brief update (5–7 minutes). Structured peer review follows each presentation.
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Tactical analysis 
Each week you will write a 500-word essay applying that module’s theoretical framework to a 
documentary or protest case. These are not summaries. They are analytical arguments: you identify a 
concept from Jasper, apply it to specific evidence from the film or movement, and explain what the 
framework illuminates or fails to explain. Due each Sunday by midnight on Blackboard.

Documentary review 
Each week you will write a 500-word review of one of the week's documentaries, analyzing how it builds 
its case for the movement it depicts: the issue and its context, the filmmaking choices (narrative 
structure, visuals, interviews, sound/editing) that shape the message, and the film's persuasive 
effectiveness, biases, and ethical treatment of its subjects. Close with the documentary's strengths, 
weaknesses, and your recommendation. This is a critical analysis, not a plot summary or generic film 
review. Due each Saturday by midnight on Blackboard..

Campaign portfolio 
Across the five weeks you will build an individual campaign portfolio: a real or plausible activist campaign 
for an issue that matters to you. Each Thursday you present the week’s brief to the class (5–7 minutes), 

followed by structured peer review. The five 
briefs build on each other:
•Brief 1 (Week 1): Issue map — who is 
affected, who holds power, what would 
winning look like?
•Brief 2 (Week 2): Message workshop — one-
sentence demand, name, visual identity, and 
framing analysis.
•Brief 3 (Week 3): Outreach plan — two 
target audiences, one message and one 
channel each.
•Brief 4 (Week 4): Tactics menu and red lines 
— three tactics ranked by risk; your ethical 
limits.
•Brief 5 (Week 5): Full campaign debrief — 
complete arc with success defined at 6 

Assignments

Assignment Description Due Points

Tactical analysis × 5 500 words applying the week’s theory to a 
documentary or protest case

Sunday 20 × 5 = 100

Documentary review × 5 500 words documentary review Saturday 20 × 5 = 100

Campaign portfolio brief × 5 Individual cumulative project, presented Thursday, 
peer-reviewed in class

Thursday 20 × 5 = 100

Total 300

Woman hitting a marching Neo-Nazi with a handbag 
in Växjö, Sweden on1985 photo by Hans Runesson.



Module 1: What is a social movement? 
Jasper: Preface, Introduction & What are social movements 

Tuesday 30 June Wednesday 1 July — studio 
day

Thursday 2 July — 
presentation day

– Course introduction and 
orientation 
– Core definitions: what is a 
social movement? 
– Why do people protest? First 
look at motivation 
– Introduce the campaign 
portfolio assignment 
– In-session exercise: identify 
one issue that matters to you

– Watch documentary 
– Write documentary review 
(due Saturday) 
– Portfolio brief 1: draft your 
issue map

– Each student presents issue 
map (5–7 min) 
– Peer review: are power 
holders correctly identified? Is 
‘winning’ defined concretely? 
– Discussion: what 
distinguishes a social 
movement from other political 
action?

Campaign portfolio brief 1: Issue map 
Who is affected by your chosen issue? Who holds power over it? What would winning look like in 
concrete terms?

Documentary review due Saturday 4 July | Tactical analysis due Sunday 5 July

Module 2: Meaning & infrastructure 
Jasper: Meaning & Infrastructure 

Tuesday 7 July Wednesday 8 July — studio 
day

Thursday 9 July — 
presentation day

– How movements make 
meaning: frames, symbols, 
narratives 
– Infrastructure: resources, 
organizations, networks 
– In-session: peer critique of 
Week 1 issue maps

– Watch documentary 
– Write documentary review 
(due Saturday 11 July) 
– Portfolio brief 2: draft your 
message workshop

– Each student presents 
message workshop (5–7 min) 
– Peer review: is the demand 
clear? Does the framing open 
doors or close them? 
– Discussion: how did the 
Black Panthers’ infrastructure 
shape what they could and 
couldn’t achieve?

Campaign portfolio brief 2: Message workshop 
Write a one-sentence demand. Give your campaign a name and a visual identity concept. Analyze 
what your framing includes, what it excludes, and who it speaks to.

Documentary review due Saturday 11 July | Tactical analysis due Sunday 12 July
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Module 3: Recruiting & sustaining 
Jasper: Recruiting & Sustaining

Tuesday 14 July Wednesday 15 July — studio 
day

Thursday 16 July — 
presentation day

– Why people join — and why 
they leave 
– Burnout, solidarity, and the 
emotional labor of activism 
– In-session: map your 
campaign’s potential coalition

– Watch documentary 
– Write documentary review 
(due Saturday 18 July) 
– Portfolio brief 3: draft your 
outreach plan

– Each student presents 
outreach plan (5–7 min) 
– Peer review: are target 
audiences specific? Is the 
channel realistic? 
– Discussion: what sustained 
the miners and the disability 
activists across years of 
struggle?

Campaign portfolio brief 3: Outreach plan 
Identify two target audiences. Write one message for each. Choose one outreach channel per 
audience. Justify each choice.

Documentary review due Saturday 18 July | Tactical analysis due Sunday 19 July

Module 4: Deciding, acting & opponents 
Jasper: Deciding & Engaging Other Players 

Tuesday 21 July Wednesday 22 July — studio 
day

Thursday 23 July — 
presentation day

– Tactical choices: marches, 
strikes, civil disobedience, 
direct action 
– Engaging opponents and the 
state 
– Legal & safety session (60 
min): First Amendment basics, 
permitted vs. unpermitted 
assembly, right to record, 
digital security at protests, de-
escalation, legal observer roles 
(NLG), jail support culture 
– In-session tactics menu 
exercise

– Watch documentary 
– Write documentary review 
(due Saturday 25 July) 
– Portfolio brief 4: draft your 
tactics menu and red lines

– Each student presents tactics 
menu (5–7 min) 
– Peer review: are red lines 
principled or just comfortable? 
Do tactics match the target? 
– Discussion: where did the 
Weather Underground’s tactical 
escalation lead, and why?

Campaign portfolio brief 4: Tactics menu & red lines 
Choose three tactics (low, medium, high risk). Rank them and explain the trade-offs. Define your 
ethical red lines: what will you not do, and why? Integrate lessons from Tuesday’s legal and safety 
session.

Documentary review due Saturday 25 July | Tactical analysis due Sunday 26 July
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Attendance policy 
Students are expected to attend every class session. This course meets twice per week (Tuesday and 
Thursday); the maximum number of unexcused absences is four. Absences beyond this limit may 
result in a reduction of your final grade. If you are more than 10 minutes late or leave more than 5 
minutes early, you will be counted as absent for that session.
Please notify me in advance if you are unable to attend. The following categories of absence are 
excused by the university, and students will have the opportunity to make up missed work:
• Religious holidays — notify the instructor at the beginning of the semester.
• Serious illness — with appropriate documentation submitted through the Student Electronic 

Forms section of My.Fordham.
• Death in the student’s immediate family — documentation submitted through My.Fordham.
• Required participation in a university-sponsored event — documentation provided by the relevant 

university office.
For illness or bereavement absences, the Dean’s office reviews and approves requests; instructors do 
not grant or deny these unilaterally. Once excused, it is the student’s responsibility to contact me to 
arrange make-up work.

Participation 
Active participation is expected of all students. This means attending having completed the assigned 
readings, engaging with class discussions, and contributing to peer review sessions on Thursdays. 
Participation is not formally graded, but it is a course expectation and will inform my sense of your 
engagement with the material. Thursday peer review is particularly important: it is part of your 
classmates’ learning, not optional feedback.

This course will only work if you share your ideas and join the discussion. I will set up the 
discussions — you will fill them with meaning.

Module 5: Winning, losing & what’s next 
Jasper: Winning & Conclusion 

Tuesday 28 July Wednesday 29 July — studio 
day

Thursday 30 July — 
presentation day

– What does winning look like? 
Partial victories, deferred 
gains, backlash 
– When struggle continues 
even after defeat 
– In-session: define success 
for your campaign across three 
time horizons

– Watch documentary 
– Write documentary review 
(due Saturday 1 Aug) 
– Portfolio brief 5: full 
campaign debrief

– Each student presents full 
campaign arc (5–7 min) 
– Peer review: does the 
campaign hold together? Is the 
long-term vision realistic or 
aspirational — and is that the 
right balance? 
– Closing discussion: what 
changed in your thinking 
across five weeks?

Campaign portfolio brief 5: Full campaign debrief 
Present your complete campaign arc: issue, message, targets, tactics. Define success at 6 months, 2 
years, and 10 years. Compile all five briefs with a short reflective introduction for submission on 
August 4.

Documentary review due Saturday 1 Aug | Tactical analysis due Sunday 2 Aug | Final portfolio due 
Tuesday 4 Aug
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Grading scale 
The following grading scale is required for all DTEM courses:
 

 
Late work 
Assignments submitted late without prior arrangement will be penalized 5 points per day. Extensions 
may be granted if requested at least 48 hours before the deadline. Given the intensive weekly pace of 
this course, late work creates downstream problems for peer review — please plan accordingly.

 
University Policies & Support 
Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarly activity in an honest, truthful and responsible manner. 
Fordham students are expected to accept the responsibility to be honest and to respect ethical 
standards in completing their academic assignments, assessments, and other requirements. Students 

are expected to adhere to academic integrity by completing all assignments 
and other requirements on their own without assistance from external 
resources (including any artificial intelligence or machine-learning tools) 
unless directly authorized by the instructor. It is the student’s 
responsibility to give credit to any quotation, idea, or data used from an 
outside source. Students who fail to meet the responsibility for academic 
integrity subject themselves to sanctions ranging from a reduction in 
grade, course failure in the assignment, or expulsion from the University.

Disability services 
If you are a student with a documented disability and require academic 
accommodations, please register with the Office of Disability Services for 
Students (ODS) in order to request academic accommodations for your 
courses. Please contact the main ODS number at 718-817-0655 to arrange 

services. Accommodations are not retroactive, so you need to register with 
ODS prior to receiving your accommodations. Please see me after class or during office hours if you 
have questions or would like to submit your academic accommodation letter.
Students who struggle with time management or organization are invited to one-on-one academic 
coaching sessions. Contact disabilityservices@fordham.edu for more information.

Letter 
grade

Percentage

A 93–100%

A– 90–92%

B+ 87–89%

B 83–86%

B– 80–82%

C+ 77–79%

C 73–76%

C– 70–72%

D 60–69%

F 0–59%
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Covid protest Michigan by Jeff 
Kowalsky (2020)



Writing center 
The Fordham University Writing Center offers free one-on-one consultations to help students at any 
stage of the writing process, from brainstorming to final revision. Writing Center tutors work with 
students on all types of academic writing. Hours and locations vary by campus — visit the Writing 
Center website for current scheduling and to book an appointment: www.fordham.edu/academics/
programs_at_fordham_/english/writing_center

Title IX 
As a faculty member, I am a mandatory reporter and am required to contact and provide 
information to Public Safety, to the Dean of Students, and/or to the Title IX Coordinator if I learn 
you have been sexually harassed (verbally or physically), sexually assaulted/raped, stalked, had 
domestic violence or dating violence occur in a relationship, or been a victim/survivor of any 
behavior prohibited by the University’s Sexual Misconduct Policy and Procedures. Once reported, 
the University will promptly seek to properly support any student and make efforts to stop the 
discrimination, prevent it from recurring, and remedy its effects. There are three confidential places 
on campus where you can seek support where it will not be “reported”: clinical counselors in 
Psychological & Counseling Services, pastoral counselors in Campus Ministry, and medical service 
providers in University Health Services. The Student CARE Brochure can provide you with on and 
off-campus resources for support and more information, and you can also visit www.fordham.edu/
care or www.fordham.edu/sexualmisconduct for more information.

Chosen name and pronoun policy 
Some members of the Fordham community are known by a name that is different from their legal 
name. Students who wish to be identified by a chosen name can contact their professor via email and 
request their chosen name and pronoun be used by the professor during class and other interactions.
In this classroom, you have the right to determine your own identity. You have the right to be called 
by whatever name you wish, and to have that name pronounced correctly. You have the right to be 
referred to by whatever pronouns you wish, and to adjust those things at any point. If you find that 
aspects of the course instruction, subject matter, or classroom environment create barriers to your 
inclusion, please contact me privately without fear of reprisal.

Student well-being 
University life is full of challenges. Fordham’s Counseling and Psychological Services (CPS) offers 
free individual and group counseling and psychotherapy in a safe and confidential setting. For more 
information: www.fordham.edu/campus_resources/student_services/counseling_and_psych/
Any student who faces difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food, or who lacks a stable 
place to live, is urged to contact your class dean for support. Please also feel free to contact me. Your 
well-being is of primary importance.
 
A Few Words of Advice 
This course has a lot of reading. Not too much, but still a lot. It is also designed to include a great 
deal of participation and discussion. I am very good at talking — I am a professional; I get paid to 
talk. But this course will only work if you share your ideas and join the conversation. I will set up the 
discussions, and you will fill them with meaning. I know you may not enjoy talking in class. This is a 
“fake it till you make it” kind of situation, and I believe in your ability to do so.
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