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Course Description

This advanced undergraduate/graduate seminar explores how surveillance
technologies have become deeply embedded in our most intimate relationships
throughout the human lifespan. Moving beyond traditional models of institutional
surveillance, we explore
“surveillance microcosms:” the
small, overlapping universes of
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and human connection from
infancy through old age.

The question of privacy is always
connected to people's ability to
snoop. The discussion of privacy
began to gain serious attention with the development of inexpensive, portable
cameras in the 1880s. Since then, our ability to spy on each other has grown
exponentially, and our privacy has inevitably declined. This course examines the
effects of surveillance technologies, ranging from everyday devices to the most
sophisticated systems, and analyzes their impact on society, culture, and law. We
will examine the actions of governments, corporations, and neighbors to deepen
our understanding of the rights we currently have, while also initiating a
discussion about the rights we may need in the future.

© marketoonist.com

The course examines surveillance practices across various developmental stages,
including baby monitors, teen tracking apps, fitness wearables, location sharing,
and elder care technologies. Students will engage with surveillance studies,
feminist care ethics, neoliberal governance theory, and critical technology studies
to understand how these devices transform intimacy from something we perform
not just under the gaze of states or corporations, but through our voluntary
monitoring of ourselves and those we love. Through the study, analysis, and
application of privacy and surveillance theory, participants will develop a firmer
understanding of surveillance's role in society and its impact on privacy and
technological empowerment on communication.
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Learning Outcomes

Throughout this course, the participants will be challenged to dig deeper into the

historical development of surveillance systems and theories to build an analytical

framework for understanding how surveillance impacts all aspects of society.

Students will gain an understanding of core concepts of digital content, such as
mobility, interactivity, and networking, as well as its technical components and
how it impacts communication and information.

e Apply theoretical
frameworks
(Foucauldian power,
care ethics,
responsibilization,
technological
domestication, luxury
surveillance) to
contemporary
monitoring practices

Evaluate how surveillance technologies reshape intimate relationships across the
human lifespan

Analyze the tension between care and control in domestic surveillance contexts

Critically assess the role of neoliberal governance in promoting voluntary self-
surveillance

Examine forms of resistance to interpersonal surveillance

Synthesize multiple theoretical perspectives to develop original arguments
about surveillance, intimacy, and technology

Required Texts

Main text: Mathias Klang: Surveillance Microcosms: intimacy, technology, control.
Additional materials will be available on Blackboard.
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An invitation to collaborate

The main reading for this course is a manuscript that has been submitted for
publication at McGill-Queen's University Press. It's currently in the editing process
and may contain errors, unclear passages, or arguments that need strengthening.
I'm openly asking for your patience and, more importantly, for your input and help.

If any part of this text is unclear, difficult, unconvincing, or simply wrong, I would
very much like you to hear about it. All books are attempts to present ideas—
they're opinions, however carefully considered. I've thought a lot about what's in
this text, but its presentation is not absolute truth. If something doesn't work,
seems contradictory, or feels off, I would be grateful to know.

If you feel bold and generous with your time, let's have a coffee and talk it through.
But I appreciate any level of comment or email—just point to the passage you're
reacting to and I'll gladly revisit my work.

"Attention is the rarest and purest form of generosity" —Simone Weil
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE

WEEK 1: Introduction to Surveillance (Jan 12, 15)
Required Reading: Klang, "What is Surveillance?" (pp. 9-29)
Helen Nissenbaum: Privacy in Context Chapter 4

Icebreaker: Share one technology you use that monitors you or others

WEEK 2: Introduction to Surveillance Microcosms (Jan 19, 22)

The university is closed on Monday, January 19 (MLK Day). Thursday, January 22, is
an asynchronous day.

Required Reading: Klang, "What are Surveillance Microcosms?" & “Becoming
Surveillant”

WEEK 3: Predictability—Surveillance and Infant Care (Jan 26, 29)

Required Reading: Klang, "Predictability" (Chapter 3, pp. 30-49), Byung Chul Han:
Beyond Disciplinary Society, Gilliard & Golumbia: Luxury Surveillance.

Reading Response #1 Due 30 January

WEEK 4: Trust—Teen Surveillance and Autonomy (Feb 2, 5)

Required Reading: Klang, "Trust" (Chapter 4, pp. 50-68), Gary Marx: Windows into
the Soul, Chapter 6.

WEEK 5: Responsibility—Fitness Tracking and Self-Surveillance (Feb 9, 12)

Required Reading: Klang, "Responsibility" (Chapter 5, pp. 69-90), Levanda et al:
The Neoliberal Politics of “Smart”.

Reading Response #2 Due 13 February
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WEEK 6: Structure (Feb 17, 19)

Required Reading: Klang, "Structure" (Chapter 6, pp. 91-110), Jia Tolentino: Always
be Optimizing.

WEEK 7: Identity—Social Media and Self-Presentation (Feb 23, 26)

Required Reading: Klang, "Identity" (Chapter 7, pp. 111-128), Stets & Burke:
Social comparison in identity theory.

Reading Response #3 Due 27 February

WEEK 8: Entertainment—Location Sharing as Play (Mar 2, 5)

Required Reading: Klang, "Entertainment" (Chapter 8, pp. 129-146), Benjamin:
Squeeveillance.

SPRING BREAK March 9-13

WEEK 9: Violence—Surveillance as Abuse (Mar 16, 19)

Required Reading: Klang, "Violence" (Chapter 9, pp. 147-163), Woodlock: The
Abuse of Technology in Domestic Violence and Stalking.

Reading Response #4 Due 20 March

WEEK 10: Intimacy—Couples and Mutual Monitoring (Mar 23, 26)

Required Reading: Klang, "Intimacy" (Chapter 10, pp. 164-183), Alice Marwick: The
Public Domain Surveillance in Everyday Life

WEEK 11: Care—Elder Monitoring and End of Life (Mar 30)

Required Reading: Klang, "Care" (Chapter 11, pp. 184-199), Kennedy & Wilson The
Banality of Digital Aggression

Reading Response #5 Due 2 April
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WEEK 12: Synthesis—What We Are Becoming (Apr 9)

Required Reading: Klang, "Conclusion" (Chapter 12, pp. 200-224)

WEEK 13: Student Research Presentations I (Apr 13, 16)
WEEK 14: Student Research Presentations II (Apr 20, 23)

WEEK 15: Future Directions and Course Conclusions (Apr 27)

SO/IMPORTANT

makeameme.org
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Course Requirements & Grading

Assigment Points

Surveillance Mapping 10
Reading Responses x 5 15
Discussion Lead 5
Deconstructing 10
Technology Analysis 20
Research Presentation 10
Peer Review 5
Final Paper 40

Spring 2026

Due

22 January

19 February

15 March

5 May

Active participation is a key component of this course and does impact your overall
grade. Please check out the instructions and rubrics on Blackboard.

Grade Scale
A 94 or above A- 90-93

B+ 87-89, B 83-86, B- 80-82

C+ 77-79, C73-76
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Technology in class

At different times, I have been both an advocate for and against the use of laptops
and other digital devices in the classroom. There is a wealth of evidence that shows
that laptops are distracting to the users and to people nearby, that learning suffers,

and participation suffers.

In the right course, laptops help learning and are necessary; however, this is not
such a class. The point of this class is to come to class in order to join in a
discussion on the topic at hand; the more your attention is in the present, the
better the class will be.

Aside from the research, the distraction of technology is common knowledge. In
every classroom (and at every academic conference I attend), people are using
their technology to divert their focus from the task at hand. We have a belief that
we are able to multitask when we quite obviously know it's not true.

FOR ALL THESE REASONS (AND MORE) OUR CLASSES WILL BE LAPTOP FREE.

Writing by hand is beneficial in many ways, even if your handwriting sucks like
mine. Make it fun, get a pen you like. Get what you like, try things out. These will
be the tools you use, and they should give you joy, fit well in your hand, and help
you in your process. If you made it this far in the syllabus, send me a picture of
your favorite pen.

f**k zodiac signs, what do you write with?

fountain, gel, biro, pencil
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Attendance

Attendance means more than going
to class. It requires speaking up in
class and group discussions.
Attendance-wise, you are allowed to
miss TWO classes without a penalty
to your grade, exclusive of serious
emergencies. (If you are very ill or
have extenuating circumstances,
you need to be proactive about
contacting me. If you do that,
make-up assignments are possible
—but they MUST be cleared with me
first).

3 absences automatically take your
final grade down one tier of a grade
lower (i.e. from an A- to a B+).

Spring 2026

me in class taking a picture of the
notes that i'll never look at again

Fordham'’s university-wide policy is that 4 unexcused absences result in a
failing grade. It is your responsibility to get readings/assignments for missed
days from other students, and you are encouraged to come to my office to discuss
unclear topics. Attendance is worth 33 points.

Please be on time for class and remain for the whole class period. If you are more
than 10 minutes late or leave more than 5 minutes early, you will be counted as

absent for that class.

Scheduling

Changes to the syllabus may be made at the instructor’s discretion and if
circumstances require. Participants will be notified of changes via Blackboard/
university email. Participants are responsible for keeping up to date with these

changes.
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Annoying faculty & other advice

I keep a bunch of resources aimed at helping students
navigate the more obscure details of academia. Check
out Annoy the faculty, which has surprisingly good
advice on how to email your professor. Matt Might has
a great page on college, and the Reddit thread on
College Classroom Norms has some gems. I have an
unfinished page of Classroom reflections and teaching
& writing resources, which may help combat
insomnia...

l BROTHER

you

Inclusivity

Every student in this classroom,
il { regardless of personal history or
| l /7\ identity categories, is a valued

T MANAGE My e member of this group. Your

KIDS TIME ONLINE : experiences are valuable and
RY MAKING THEM : -\ important; you should feel free
PLAY OUTSIDE. to share them as they become
relevant to our class. No student
in this class is expected or

believed to speak for all group
members.

In this classroom, you have the
right to determine your own
identity. You have the right to be
called by whatever name you
wish and for that name to be
pronounced correctly. You have
the right to be referred to by whatever pronouns you wish. You can adjust those
things at any point in your education. If you find that there are aspects of course
instruction, subject matter, or classroom environment that result in barriers to
your inclusion, please contact me privately without fear of reprisal. For more, see
http://klangable.com/blog/teaching/inclusivity-polic

garyvarvel.com
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Effort

While it may seem odd to include it in a syllabus, your effort is a required
component of this course. The federal definition of credit hours assumes a
minimum of “two hours of out-of-class student work per Module for a semester
hour.” According to this metric, a

student should assume at least six
hours of out-of-class work per
Module for each 3-credit course.
Inclusivity

Academic Integrity

A University, by its nature, strives
to foster and recognize the
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originality of thought. Originality
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can only be recognized when '

people acknowledge the sources of ideas or works that are not their own.

Violations of academic integrity include, but are not limited to plagiarism, cheating
on exams, falsification, unapproved collaboration, and destruction of library
materials. For further details, consult the Standards of Academic Integrity on the
University website.

Al Tools

You may use Al programs e.g. ChatGPT to help generate ideas and brainstorm.
However, you should note that the material generated by these programs may be
inaccurate, incomplete, or otherwise problematic. Beware that use may also stifle
your own independent thinking and creativity.

You may not submit any work generated by an Al program as your own. If you
include material generated by an Al program, it should be cited like any other
reference material (with due consideration for the quality of the reference, which
may be poor).
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Writing Center

Writing is a painful but rewarding process. For help and tips, see http://
klangable.com/blog/teaching/writing-resources/ If you struggle with the writing
required in this course, please use the Writing Center. For more information about
their services, see www.fordham.edu/academics/programs_at fordham_ /english/
writing_center

Academic Coaching

Students who struggle with time management and/or organization are invited to
one-on-one academic coaching sessions (typically once a week for 45 minutes).
Please contact disabilityservices@fordham.edu for more information.

Student well-being

Any student who faces difficulty affording groceries or accessing sufficient food to
eat everyday, or who lacks a stable place to live is urged to contact your class
dean for support. I also urge you to contact me, or our department chair, about
these or other hardships you may be going through. Your well-being is of primary
importance to us. if you are facing challenges related to your physical or mental
health, or obstacles like food or housing insecurity, please do not hesitate to reach
out. We can help.
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